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Ogunquit is an old Abenaki word meaning 0 b e a uplacefbyithe s e artie.town,
located in York County along the southern Maine coast,still bearsthe name it was
given by its native population and lives up to the title in fine fashion. Its rocky coast




line, made up of dark and craggy, igneous dikes that tumble into the ocean,sang its

siren® song and lured painters and artists there in the late 19" century. The dramatic

natural forms of the coastmade perfect subjectsfor their paintings, and the artistsd
renditions soon encouraged others to cometo the shore to revel in Ogunquit & splendor.

Ogunquits beachandtidal river arethe crowningjewelsof thetown, andthey havea
storyto tell. Aside from humandevelopmenof theareaoverthe years,(a hotel, parkinglot,
iceeamstandsandthelike) your averageouristwould find it hardto imaginethatthe beautiful
andelegantforms of the beachandduneshaveundergonealrasticchangeverthe lasthalf-
century.Thedunesystemis in factjust now retuningto its naturalbeautifulform thatthe earliest
touristsandbeachgoeis becameamiliar with atthe endof the 19" century,atoweringnatural
seawall, 25 feetin height,coveredn goldenwaving stalksof grassandsculptedby theeternal
seawinds.A combinationof stormsurgesandheavyfoot traffic in themid-20" centrry began
theerosionanddegradatiorof Ogunquits dunes sparkingthe needfor conservatiornio savethe

townds mostimportantnaturalfeature.

Thebulk of beachpreservatioriteraturelies in scientificreportsandarticlesthatstudy
the effectsof redorationandpreservatiorefforts on variousbeachesroundthe globe. These
havebeenintegralto establishinga consensusn beachpreservatiorstrategiegrom
reintroductionof nativeplantandanimalspeciego waysto educatdocal peopleon
environmetal protection.Thereis howevera void onthe subjectof duneprotectionwithin the

genreof environmentahistory!

Wherescientistsring valuableinsightfor their technicalkknowledge gnvironmental
historianshavethe potentialfor inspiring action.Oneof the first environmentahistorieswritten,
RachelCarsoids SilentSpring reinvigoratedhe modernenvironmentaimovemenin the 19605

throughits realizationsof the detrimentakeffectsof rampantpesticideuse.Havingreceived



Down EastMagazinés 2015Environmentabwardfor institutingatownwide banon pesticides,
Ogunquitservesasarole modelfor otherbeachfront townsacrosghe countrywho are
experiencinghe strugglebetweertourismanddevelopmenandenvironmentaprotection.
Looking atthe changeDgunquitbeachhasundergondrom a historicalperspectivesynthesizes
thescientificunderstandingf a fragile naturalenvironmeneandthe humanelement Realpeople
in realplacesmakedecisionghatimpactthewell-beingof the environnent; understandinghe
humanpartof the equatiorboththroughplaceandtime is vital to the continuedmprovemenbof

our environmentaprotectionhabits’

TheactionspeoplehavetakenthroughoutOgunquitBeaclis history,combinedwith the
naturalhistory of the changingenvironmentighlight how integralhumansareto the equationof
environmentathangeovertime. The naturalworld andthe culturalworld of humanstry aswe
mightto drawdistinctionsbetweerthemandseparatéhemfrom oneanotherarein fact
inextricable Be it onaglobalscale,or local, asin the caseof OgunquitBeach,it is impossibleto
isolatethe variablesof changeastheyoccurin theworld aroundus. The combinationof storms
andwind thatcausenaturalerosion,andthe humanelementof walking acrosghe dunesareboth

atplay in discerningthe causeof sudderdrasticchangean the stateof Ogunquits dunes.

NotedenvironmentahistorianPaulSutter,addressethe inextricability of natureand
manthroughthe conceptof finybrid landscapes He usesthe exampleof dammingariver to
explainthe shift in thoughtof Americanenvironmentahistoriographyfrom its earliestformsto
today.Whereearlierhistoriansandenvironmentalistsvould havevieweda damasiianactof
dominatiord, currentthinkersview it assomethinghey call fisecondhature or the florganic

machin®. This newview recognizegheinterconnectednesds humansandtheir environment.



Both natureandmanhaveagencyin the shapingof events andbothhaveto be takeninto

consideratiorwhenanalyzingwhy andhow we conserveandpreservenature”

RichardJuddconnectedheideaof secondnatureto the New Englandlandscapen his
book SecondNature: An EnvironmentaHistory of NewEngland Thereis limited historical
analysishoweveronthe specificaspecof beachesndhumanuse.CarolineFranciswroteand
researchethe changeof Sydneys beachesn Australia,pertainingto their useanddevelopment
asbeachtourismgrewin popularity.lt examineshow earlybeachgoersseta precedenin their
rightsto public accesgo beachesindhow beachculturehasgrownandchangecdverthe past
century.Her work takesa culturalfocus,portrayingthe uniguechangan how peoplehawe used
thebeachovertime. Aside from afascinatinglook at thetreatmenif sharksoff of the Australian
coast,it takesinto accountittle of the environmentalmpactsthathumanshaveonbeaches.
OgunquitBeachservesasanexcellentcasestudyto exaninethe environmentahspecof our
culturalobsessionvith the seashoredueto theway in which conflict betweeruseand

preservatiorhasplayedout onthedunes’

Throughamix of serendipitytrial anderror,andhardwork anddedicationOgunquithas
honedits preservatioomethodsThe storybeginswith King Georgell of Englandwhoissuedan
actin 1757thatprohibitedthe transportingor grazingof livestockon the dunesof Wells and
Ogunquitbeacheslt wasafterthe beachbecamea fihighwayo of sats for livestockherderghat
the harmfuleffectsof heavilytrampledduneswererealized:intensifiederosionandeventually
thelossof thedunesall together This sideeffectwould eventuallybe forgottenuntil livestoclis

hooveswerereplacedy touristsHfeetandtheresurgencef trampleddunegrass’



OgunquitBeachis separatedrom the mainlandby the OgunquitRiver. It is no ordinary
river for its directionof flow is tied to the ebbandflow of the ocearls tides.As thetide comesin
theriver is atits fullest, runningnorthwardbehindthe beachiront. As thetide goesout, the
directionof flow is thenreversedandtheriver flows southwardemptyingbackinto the sea.
Beachgoershadearlyaccesgo the shorenorthof Ogunquitin Wells via a footbridgeoverthe
OgunquitRiver. Residentof Ogunquitvillage wereseparatedrom the beachby this tidal river,
havingno footbridgeof their own. In 18830gunquitfolk wanteda footbridge;howeverthey

facedstarkoppositionfrom their neighborsup the river."

Ogunquit,thoughits ownvillage, wasstill incorporatedasa partof Wells until 1979.
This meantthatOgunquitrepresented minority in Wells town hall meetings At thetime of the
proposedridgebuilding, Wells hadbegunto sufferlossedn their touristindustryaftertwo fires
consumedhe mainattractionsnearthebeach A newbridgefurther southhadthe potentialof
divertingwhatfew touristsmight still headto Wells to Ogunquitinstead takingwith themtheir
pocketbookslt took anappealto the statelegislatureto makethe bridgeareality, construction
beingcompletedn Juneof 1889.Accompanyinghe constructiorwasthe fimostrobusttourist
seasono dated. The beachbecamedgunquits crownjewel, andthe beachgoersneverstoppel

coming. "



Above picturetakenfrom Maine Memoriespresentedy PortlandPressHerald.

TheVictorian beachvisitors depictedin the photograpHrom 1889canbe seentaking
shelterfrom thewind againsthe sideof the dunes WhereOgunquits town line meetswith that
of Wells furtherup thebeachyisitorswould be hardpressedo find a similar luxury. At this
line, OgunquitBeachendsandMoody Beachbeginswith its sub-divided plots of privately
ownedland,eachwith its own housebuilt atopthe dunes Sincethe developmenbf these
privately ownedplots, it hasbeencontestedn Moody Beachwhereprivatepropertyendsand
public enjoymenimaybegin.Peoplewho long for accesgo thebeacharguefor the propertyline
to besetatthe high tide water mark, makingit sothatduringlow tide, anyonemayenjoythe
beachin theinter-tidal zone.Propertyownershoweverhold thattheir ownershipextendsdiown
to thelow tide markbasedon a colonial ordinancerom 1647, prohibiting public useexceptfor

fishing,fowling, andnavigation A stateSupremeCourtcasein 1989upheldthis ordinance,



sealingthe fatefor public accesgo this partof the shore Despitethe Stateof Maine having
3,500miles of coastlineonly 27 of thosemilesaremadeup of publicly-ownedsandybeaches.
Privatelyownedbeachfrontsaresubjectto greaterdevelopmentlike on Moody Beach,causing
thebalancewithin this hybrid landscapeo shift from a greatematuralelementto alargely
humanshapecdenvironmentgcreatingfewer stableandnaturallysustainablgartsof the coastline.
Decisionslike the onein the Moody Beachcasedo two things.Theyplacehigherdemandor
tourismonthe few public beachesn Maine,andtheyalsorestrictthe town andstatés ability to

ensureproper protectionof the beachanddunes’™

Thefitragedyof thecommons, anideadevelopedn a pamphletfrom 1833by William
ForsterLloyd, is atplay in the battlebetweerprivateandpublic useof beachproperty.Lloyd
waswriting aboutanimalherdingin England butthe conceptemainsthe sameHe wasrefuting
Adam Smithés fiinvisible hand of economicdy showingthatherdersactingin their own self
interestwill inevitablydegradehe sharedyrazingspaceatthe expensef others ratherthan
follow practicesthatarebeneficialto all. In the samesenseprivateownershipof beachedeads
to asimilar degradatiorof the spaceSincethelandis privatelyowned,it is adisserviceto the
broademopulationsincetheydo not haveequalaccesgo enjoythe beachlt is anevengreater
disserviceo the environmentgspeciallyon Moody andsimilar beachebecausef the
developmentWhencottagedakethe placeof dunesjt depletesandendangersoastakpecies,

aswell asweakeninghe coastabarriertha protectsthe mainlandfrom the sea’™

OgunquitBeachwould havefaceda similar fate to thatof Moody in the early 19003, if
not for a forwardthinking groupof villagers.In aletterto the editor from theearly 1970, a
concernectitizenidentified only by theinitials G.B.G.wrote,i épropertyownersin Wells were

building cottageafter cottageon beachproperty.Theline of cottagesnarchedsteadilyfrom



Moody BeachsouthtowardsOgunquit,until it becameevidentthatif Ogunquitbeachremained
privately owned,therewould be no public beachthered OgunquitBeachwasdividedinto ten
privately ownedplots,eachwith the potentialfor furthersub-divisionanddevelopmentThe
majority of theplotsbelongedo a Charlesw. Tebbetswho leasedseveralof them,andhad
plansfor furtherdevelopmentOtherpropertyownersincludedAnn Lawton Smith, Walter
Perkins,andEdwardR. Hoyt who alsoleasedwo of the propertiedbelongingto Mr. TebbetsA
boardof OgunquitTrusteesNehemisH-. M. JacobsluciusB. Williams, andCharlesL.
Maxwell, decidedthatthe beachshouldbe acquiredoy thetown for the purposeof a public park.
Theysucceededh this with theamountof $45,000excludingthe land ownedby Walter Perkins,

creatingthe OgunquitBeachDistrict in theyear1925%

Planof Land Takenby the OgunquitBeachDistrict recordedaccordingto deedreceived
April 16,1925

Courtesyof OgunquitHeritageMuseum



In theabovegraphic,Lot 4 nearthe bridgewasthe plot of land ownedby Walter Perkins
andthe only onenottakenby the OgunquitBeachDistrict in 1925.The Perkinsesverelong-
time residentf thetown of Ogunquit,their namebeingthe namesakéor PerkinsCove (another
beautifulandpopularlocationin Ogunquit).Thereis a poemthatis famousin Ogunquitwritten

in1920by E. DanaPerkins,describingthe abundancef Perkinsesn town:

AA Perkinsrunsthegrocerystore,a Perkinsrunsthe bank,
A Perkinsputthegasolinein everybodys tank.

A Perkinssellsyou magazinesanothersellsyou fish.

You haveto goto Perkinsedor everythingyou wish.
Youdl alwaysfind a Perkinshasfingersin your purse.

And whenl die, | think that! will ride a Perkinshearse

Walter Perkinswasthe ownerof the BeachCasinocandPavilionatthe time of thebeah
purchasePerkinsdid not loseownershipof his beachpropertysincehewasthe only onewho
haddevelopedstructureson thebeachprior to the purchaseof the land by the town, andperhaps
becausde wasa memberof sucha prominentfamily in Ogunquit.Thefact thatthis pieceof
propertyremainedorivately ownedwasquite fortuitousasit hasgrownto becomea
convenientlylocatedstorefrontandhotel, encouragingourismandthe economichealthof the

town

Oncethetown madethe beachinto a public park, busines®oomed iThe succes®f
tourismin thetwentiethcenturywasassuredy the publicationof Richardsois Guidebook
Imagesof rocky cliffs, sandybeachesiivers, fields, forestsandpasturesandthe scentof ocean

andpineslured the summemuestsy”
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blic to Ogunquit Beach is encouraged, with many pay-to-park lots nearby. Maine has about 30 miles of public sand beaches.

This image takenfrom the Maine SundayT elegram showsa typical July dayon
OgunquitBeach.Fromin front of the NorsemarHotelanddownthe beachanotherquartemmile,
it is difficult if notimpossibleto find a vacantpatchof sandto setup campfor theday. Getthere
earlyandstaylong s therule if youwantaspotthere.Otherwiselatecomersandthosewho
wanta little moreelbowroom, musttakea smallhike to beableto sit downandsoakup thesun.
Thepeoplecomein drovesdueto the soft fine-grainedsandandthe easeof accessTo meetthe
demandthefootbridgethatcrossedhe OgunquitRiver wasreplacedwvith aroadbridge

connectingBeachStreetto thebeachalongwith theinstallationof a parkinglot for visitors.

Thetown enjoyed,or tolerateddependingon your attitudetowardsfolks from out of
town) the bloomingof tourismwithout muchregardto anyenvironmentatonsequenced.he
fields, forestsandpastureslescribedn Richardsois Guidebookweretorndownandturnedover

to makeroomfor hotels,motels,andbedandbreakfastsPeoplehadfreereignoveruseof the
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beachThetall duneswereri off limits andpeopleandtheir petscould roamabouton top of
them,evenski downthemif theysopleasedAll of this activity wreakedhavoconthedunes,
breakingfragile dunegrassstalks.Thegrassis whatholdsthe dunestogetherandonceit is
brokenit cannotregrow,leadingto furtherdeteriorationThewearandtearcausedy

Xiii

beachgoergroddingaboutatopthe duneswasmakingthemvulnerableto erosion.

Ogunquits beachdunes andtidal river makeup the secondargestsaltmarshcomplex
in the stateof Maine.Many rare,endangeredandthreatenedgpeciesall this habitathome,and
for thisreasont is of tremendou®cologicalvalue.lt is anessentialildlife habitatfor species
suchaspiping ploversandleastterns,shorebirdswho utilize this spaceio nestandhatchtheir
young.Thedunegrass Ammophilabreviligulata, whichis thedominantplantin thedunes,
requiresa stable,naturallychangingenvironmentThe procesf aeoliantransports the
blowing of sandvia thewind up thebackdunewhereit accretestthe crestof thedune,thefore-
dune,addingheightandstimulatinghealthydunegrassgrowth habis. Whenpeoplewalk across
thedunesor let their animalsroamacrosghem,it damageshedunegrassandinterruptsthe
procesof aeoliantransportAfter decade®f this type of tramplingtaking placeuncheckedthe

Xiv

dunesreachedh stateof high vulnerability.

This vulnerabilitybecamea seriousissuewhenstormsrockedthe coastin the 1970s.
Oneparticularlypowerfulstormcauseda washoutorthof theNorsemarnn onthebeach.The
stormsurgewashedhe duneawayin this sectionandflowed overthebeachandinto the
OgunquitRiver. Thedamageavastremendousln 1973,the problemof duneerosionwas
recognizedandefforts begarno be madeto improvethe conditionof thedunesWheretheyonce

stoodat 25 feetabovethe beachresidentsoticedin 673 thattheyhadlost analarming3 feetin



12

height.Plansbegano be drawnto reversehis trendthroughbulldozingsandto replacethe

erodedmaterial,andto plantdunegrass®’

In orderto correctthedamagecausedy the stormsurge,andto returnthedunesto a

stablecondition,a dike wasbuilt by the U.S. Departmenbf Agriculture,Soil Conservation

Xvi

Service(notthe Army Corpsof Engineersasmanyfalselybelieve):
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Thedike wasconstructedy scrapingsandwith bulldozersfrom the beachandriver
basin.Residentsverealarmeduponreturningto the beachin the summerof 674 to find in place
of the naturallyflowing dune,arigid perfectlystraightdike with stubsof dunegrassevenly
spacedacrosst. The OG-1 dike hadnot solvedthe problemhowever andfurther, moreintrusive
constructiorhadto takeplacein 677 to stabilizethe deterioratediunes Anothermuchlonger
dike wasconstructedurtherdownthe beachto correctareasvheretheduneswerebeingwashed

out by waterflowing from the Ogurquit River. The OG-2 dike wasconstructedrom glacial
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gravelthatwastruckedin to build a solid impermeabléarrierbothto stormsurgefrom the

XVii

oceamndwashoutsfrom theriver side’

B e

05-01-1977

(Thethreeimagesof thebeachanddike constructionwveretaken from StepherDicksorts 2005Maine Geological

Surveyreporton OgunquitBeach.)

Despitethe obviousneedfor improvingthe dunestherewasa strongbacklashrom
Ogunquitresidentgdueto the unsightlynatureof the newly constructedlikes.G.B.G.whowrote

aboutthedevelopmenbf Moody Beachin the unidentifiedletterto the editorwrote his piecein
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protestof the OgunquitDikes. AT he seawalldoesnot belongon OgunquitBeachany morethan

thedike belongson OgunquitBeach.In thelong runit will protectnothingg™"

A Bhe SCS(Soil ConservatiorService)maintainstheywereright andwe maintainthey
wererit,6saidDorothy Jamesa grandmotheandspunkyleaderof SCROD the Special
Committeeto RestoreOgunquitDunes.él hatturnedoutto be aflood preventiondike which

doesiit belongon abarrierbeachanddoesidt protectanythingasfar asflooding goesd "8

Ogunquitresidentdhadaright to be concernedThe dikesandseawallin front of the
Norsemarwerepitchedto themasfiflood controb ratherthandunerestorationlt makessense
thattheybecamaupsetwhentheseunsightlychangesveremadeto their belovedbeachSCROD
wasformedin anattemptto undothe constructiorof thedikesandreturnthebeachtofi n o r . ma |l 0
Whattheseconcernedesidentdound hardto understanét thetime wasthatthesedikeswere
necessaryo the continuationof the beachanddunesThelack of protectionof thedunesearly
on, ledto adire situationbeyondthe boundsof natureto repair. This lack of a functioning hybrid
spacen the pastcreatedhe needfor aform of secondhaturein thefuture. This fiseconchature
took the form of restructuringOgunquits dunesthroughbuilding thedikes.Perhapsf Ogunquit
residentsandbeachloversknewthatthe dikeswould onedayevolvebackinto the morestable
naturalduneenvironmenthattheyhadbeenlonging for all along,theywouldni have

consideredhe projectto havefruinedthedune® **

After thebuilding of thedikes,the Town of Ogunquithireda teamof expertsto assess
the conditionof thedunesto determinetheir conditionandsuggesplansto be implementedn
thefuture. Theinitial teamconsistingof conservationistgjeologistsandbotanistswrotea

reportin 1979thathighlightedthreepotentialplansof actionthetown couldtake. Thetown
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optedto follow thefirst plan,whichwaswhatthe expertteamdeterminedvould bethe
minimumamountof actionthathadto betaken.Two of themajor plansthatweresuggestedh
this reportwerethe building of fencingandsignageo detertrespassingnthedunesandto
allow naturalprocesseto taketheir effecton the constructedlikes,allowing natureto slowly
returnthemto a naturaldunelike structurethrougha filaissezfaireo policy. Thereportalso
includedadescriptionof whata theoreticahaturaldunesystemwould look like hadtherebeen
no humaninterferenceon OgunquitBeach.This partof thereportprovesto be helpful in
assessinghe currentstateof the dunesandto whatdegreeheyhavereturnedo a naturalstate.
A greatstepforwardwastakenin thewakeof this report;the dunesbecamdencedoff during
thetouristseasorandperOgunquitTown Ordinance a $50.00fine wasputin placefor

trespassingn the dunes®™

Nearlya decaddater, conservationisRaymondvoyerwrotea follow up reportgiving an
updatedevaluationof the stateof the dunesthatshowedprogressbut alsoareaghatneeded
improvementiiCreditshouldbe givento the Town for its effortsto protectthe dunesystemin
the past.Thetemporaryfencingandincreasegatrolsduringthetouristseasorhavecertainly
preventedacceleratediamageo this fragile environmenturing the periodsof heaviesuseo
Despitethis praise, Ogunquitstill hada lot to learnaboutits methodsof protectingthedunes.
Themostimportantadvicegivenin this reportfrom 1988wasto strengtherthe fencingaround
thedunesandmaintainit yearroundin the hopesthatthe fencingcould preventsomeof the
heaviererosioncommonduringthewintermonths.In additionmuchof the fencingwasinstalled
too high onthefrontal dunesinsteadfencingshouldhavebeenplacedat thetoe of thedune.It
hadoriginally beenplacedsohighto maximizethe spacepedestriansould haveaccesto onthe

beach,howeverpartsof the lower-frontaldunewerebeingwalkedacrosscausingcontinued
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erosionto takeplace.Voyer alsonotedthatthe beachgrassthathadbeenplantedin 1974still
couldclearlybeseenin the neatrowsin which it hadbeeninitially planted.A healthydune
systemwith hardily growing grassshouldhavefilled in theemptyspacedong beforethe spanof
adecadehighlightingthe factthattherewerestill too manypeopletramplingthe dunesandthat

morepermanenandeffectivefencingwasrequired™

Footprintsthroughthe dunes courtesyof: Maine Times

Thatsameyear,PeterBaye,who hadbeenapartof theinitial OgunquitBeachStudy
Teamin 1979,wroteafollow upto Voyerds reportto thetownto correctsomeinaccurate
information andbring his pastknowledgeof the projectto thetable.Bayearguedagainstyear
roundfencingonthe dunesfor two reasonsWinter stormscanbe muchmoreseverehanother

stormsthroughouthe year,meaningthata fenceleft in placeduringthewinter would be atrisk
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of beingdestroyecandscatteregboutthe beachjeadingto a high costclearup. He alsoargued,
fiPlacingpermanentvinter fencesatthe seawardimit of vegetatiorwould rob the embryo
foredunevegetationof freshsanddepositsshifting the peakof aeoliansanddepositionto amore
seawardositiononthebeachprofile.o In additionto thesecorrectionshealsourgedthetown to
continuethe filaissezfaired practiceof allowing the dikesto naturallyevolvebackinto adune
structue, andto makeeffortsto betterprotectthestill naturalbackdunesThebackdunesplay an
equallyimportantrole in creatinga habitatfor a hostof speciesasthe dunesdescendalownto the
tidal riverés edge.As with the heightof the dunesthe lower dunesneedprotectionfrom foot
traffic to allow the entiresystemto strengtherandreturnto a naturalequilibrium. After receiving
theexpertopinionsfrom thesereports thetown hadto rampup its effortsto conserveand

protectthe dunestructureon the beach™"

Thoughthetwo areoftenusedinterchangeablyto conservehasa differentmeaningthan
to preserveConservatiornypically meanghe protectionof naturalresourcesor future proper
use.Preservatiommn the otherhandis the protectionof the environmentfrom beingused.In the
senseof conservatiorversuspreservationQgunquitBeachdisplaysa secondhybridity other
thantheinterconnectedness humansandnon-humannature Whatis goingon on Ogunquit
Beachis in factbothpreservatiorard conservationThe dunesandthe wildlife whoreside
thereinareactivelybeingprotectedandpreservedToday,the dunesarefencedoff with strict
finesfor trespassingr he naturalenvironmenbf the dunesis beingprotectedrom useby people
who visit thebeachHoweverby ensuringthatthedunessurvive, it is simultaneoushensuring
the survival of the entirebeach Without a sturdythriving dunesystemthe OgunquitRiver and
the Oceanwould becomeoneandthe beachwould ceasdo exist. Sincethe beachcontinueso

survivein its entirety,preservinghe dunesis alsoanactof conservatiorsincetherestof the
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beachremainsaccessibleéo humanuseandenjoymentenablingtourismandthe profits

associateavith it to continueinto the future "

Thepiping plover (Charadriusnelodus)is a smallshorebird thatmakesitself athome
amongtherolling sanddunesof beachesll alongthe northeastoast.Ploversbreedduringthe
summermonthsandrequirethe protectionof sanddunesto lay eggsandhatchtheir young.
Unfortunatelyfor the Plover,this is the heightof touristseasonandtheir desiredhabitatis the
numberonedesiredocationof thetourists,whowalk through,climb over,andlet their dogs
wanderaboutsaiddunes As aresult,the piping ploveris now listedasbothanendangerednd
threatenedpeciesThe Maine AudubonSocietyandthe Maine Departmenbf Inland Fisheries
andWildlife, aswell astheU.S.FishandWildlife Servicehaveworkedtogethersincel981to
protectandrestorepiping ploverpopulationsn the stateof Maine.Dueto the specieéstatusas
endangerednanyvolunteersoverthe yearshavecontributedto studyingandprotectingthe

ploverindependentlfrom the Town of Ogunquits measureso protectthe dunes””

Frompedestriartraffic, to dogs,to fireworks, plovershavefaceda hostof threatsto their
ability to produceoffspring. Thanksto volunteereffortsandnewawarenessf environmental
concernsthistrendis reversing.In the summerof 2005,0gunquitfaceda difficult decision
whenfour fledgling plovershatchedon the beach Ogunquitis famousfor its 4™ of July
fireworksdisplaythatdrawscrowdsaslargeas60,000to the beachto watchtheshow.The
fireworksthemselvesaswell asthousand®f peoplemilling aboutthebeachin thedarkcreatea
dangerousituationfor the newbornplovers.2005would havemarkedthe 25" anniversaryof
thefireworks showin Ogunquit,butdueto the threatof finesandthe closureof thebeach,
repercussionsutlinedin the Maine Endangere@&peciesAct, town officials decidedto cancelthe

show™"
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Mike Horn of the OgunquitConservatiorCommissiorsaysit waslessaboutthe plovers
andmoreaboutthe towné budget.Thereareploversthereeveryyear,if it wereanissueof
endangeringthe birdsthis would havebeenraisedasa concernong before2005.His theoryis

XXVii

thatthetown could not afford to put onthe showthatyear,andneededh reasoro saveface:

Regardlessf therealreasorwhy the fireworkswerecancelledthe positivething that
cameout of the cancellatiorwasincreasedwarenessf the fragile situationof the piping plover.
Since2005,they havebeenontheup andup on OgunquitBeach.In 2013,threeplover pairs
hatchedour fledglings,andin 2014the samethreehatchedseven!Despitethe Audubonsociety
runningout of fundsto maintainthe plover projectin 2015,morebirds havehatchedhanany
before.This suggestshatOgunquits preservatiorefforts havepaid off andthe dunesystemis

XXViii

returningto its natural,sustainabletate’

Thetown hasMichael C. Hornto thankfor the mostrecentimprovementsn Ogunquit
dunepreservatiorandotherenvironmentatoncernghroughouthe town, includingthis yeads
environmentahwardfrom DownEastfor thetownwide banon pesticideuse.Mike Horn
foundedthe OgunquitConservatiolCommissiorin 2003,andsucceededéh attaininga $25,000
stipendfrom thetown to useon variousprojectsof environmentatoncernA longtime resident
of Ogunquit,Horn foundedthe conmissionwith two aims:acquiringgreenspacein Ogunquitto
slow the expansiorof developmentandto preservehe integrity of the beachanddunes.n the
beginning the commissiorusedthesefundsto fenceoff theduneson boththe beachsideandthe
river side,andto postsignagewarningbeachgoersof the vulnerablestateof the dunesandthe
speciesvhoresidethere With this initial successthe commissiorpressednward.As Ogunquit
hasgrownanddevelopedgreenspacewithin thetown hasdwindled.By acquiringgreenspace

in thetown, the ConservatiorCommissioraimsto slow therateof developmenandpreserve



20

naturallandscapes Ogunquitto absorbandslow someof therunoff andpollutionthatflows

downto theriver andbeach®™

U.S.Routel is amajorroadthatrunsup the coastof southerrMaine. It goesright
throughthe centerof Ogunquitandrunsparallelto the OgunquitRiver andBeachupto Wells.
Naturallyit hasbeena developets paradiseRunningthroughthe heartof touristcentral,hotels,
motels,restaurantsshopsandattractionsof everysorthavesprungup alongtheroute.With
themhavecomeparkinglots, rooves,andotherhardnonabsorbensurfaceghatincreasehe

level of run off from thetown into theriver.

A programcalled Maine HealthyBeachesloesannualestingof Maines publicly visited
shorefrontdo assesshelevel of Enteroccisppbacteriacontaminatioraroundthesebathing
areasThis projectwassetup andmanagedy the ConservatiorCommissionn 2003.Whatthey
foundin testingOgunquits waterswasthatin four of the five testinglocations bacterialevels
exceededhethresholdof 104 col/100mL.Theareaonthewesternsideof the parkinglot,
locatedonthe southernmogportion of the beach showedhe highestlevelsof contaminationin
additionto thewatertesting,sniffer dogswerebroughtin who weretrainedto locatesourcef
pollution. Theytoo pointedtowardtheriversideof the beachnearthe parkinglot asa sourceof

contamination®™

Thelikely sourceof this contaminatiorwasfrom the bathroomsndoutdoorshowers
locatedwithin the parkinglot. The showerswerein thatlocationasa serviceto beachgoerswho
wantedto rinsetheir feetoff beforeleavingthebeachDueto its proximity to the bathroomsthe
runoff from the showerswvascarryingbacteriato the bathingareasTo correctthis, anindoor

showerfacility hasbeenbuilt, asa partof the public restroomcomplex,which now drainsinto
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thesewerasopposedo runningacrosghe parkinglot. Anotherprojectwasstarted againspear
headedy Mike Horn andthe ConservatiorCommissionfo performGIS mappingof storm
runoff in Ogunquitto determinefurther sourcef pollution andto mapout a stormwater
containmensystemthatwould less& theimpactsof stormrunoff onthebeachKnowledgeof
thedirectionof flow of runoff downto the beachfront helpedto spurthegroundbreaking
passagef thetownwide pesticideban.Mike Hornwrotein areportonthe Conservation
Commissiofs recentactivities,fiBy a heavyplurality atthe November2014Town Meeting,
Ogunquitresidentsapproveda newtownwide ordinancebanningthe useof pesticideschemical
fertilizers,andherbicideson all public andprivateproperty.Ogunquitis the first communty in
the stateto enactthis restrictiono Firstin the stateandsecondn the nation,this is just oneof the
manywaysthatMr. Hornandthe ConservatiorlCommissionn Ogunquithaveleadtheway in

beachfront preservatiorf™

The 1979reportthatestabishedthe earliestpreservatioomethodsor the Town of
Ogunquit,alsooutlinedwithin it whata healthynaturalbeachwould havelookedlike in
Ogunquit,hadhumaninterferencenevertakenplace.Accordingto thereport,the foreduneridge,
fwould bealargely continuousywell vegetatedidge of sandof irregularheightdo Thebackdune
areap would be largelyvegetatedut bareareasmight occurwheredeflationoccursnaturallyo
Anotherpartof thetheoreticahaturalbeachdescriptionwasthe plantcommurity structureand
successiomil he aforementionedandtransporfprocessesvould definethe particularplant
communitystructureandsuccessioaswell asthe patternsof communityzonationoverthe

entiredunefieldd®
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This imagetakenin Septembeof 2015 showsthebackdunearea,asdescribedn the
1979report,vegetatedhroughouthe entiredunefield,with somebarespotsasoccurnaturally.

Fencingplacedto keeptrespassersff thedunescanbe seenin the bottomright corner.



